Moodle changes @ GCS
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Over the summer there have been a few changes in the Gower College Swansea Moodle in order to both
freshen things up and resolve a number of outstanding issues with the previous version.
Firstly, and most importantly, the Gower College Swansea Moodle theme has changed to better fit with
the version of Moodle which we are now running. As with any significant change, some things have moved
and hopefully this guide will highlight those movements and answer any potential questions you may
have.

1.0 The New Moodle Theme
The new Gower College Swansea theme is based on the current default standard theme for Moodle called
Boost, so it will be consistent with any changes with the Moodle core theme and therefore will work better
going forward, keeping the college Moodle future-proofed.

2.0 The New Moodle Frontpage
There are a number of changes on the frontpage of the Gower College Swansea Moodle. We have clearly
defined spaces for course categories, announcements, significant links, FAQs and Office 365.

2.1 Key Student Resources
Although it is impossible to highlight everything for a student’s journey, we’ve identified that these key
resources are going to be commonly used by them.

2.2 Course Categories
To provide a simple way to navigate to your specific learning area, we have created a distinct area for all of
the Gower College Swansea course categories. Given the nature of the college and how things rapidly
change, we anticipate that this list will be changing too. If your course area isn’t on this list, get in touch
and we will do our most to fix it for you.

2.3 Announcements
Similar to the old theme, we have a slider on the new Moodle frontpage which is suitable for any collegewide announcements and notifications (mainly for students of Gower College Swansea). If you would like
any messages added to this list, please contact marketing@gcs.ac.uk.

2.4 QuickLinks
The quick link icons point to useful links and applications which students are most likely to require during
their time in college.

2.5 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
The new FAQs section aims to bring together the most common queries from a student (or staff member).
However, if you think that we’ve missed anything, please get in touch and we’ll add any missing
information.

2.6 Access to Office 365
Staff and Students of Gower College Swansea have access to Microsoft Office 365 which means that you
can work on any Office documents from anywhere and on a myriad of devices. Office 365 also allows far
better collaboration on documents, so is suitable for group work.

3.0 Moodle in General
3.1 Main menu
The main menu will follow you through the whole of the Gower College Swansea Moodle. It provides quick
links to resources, courses and course categories.

3.2 Your Avatar Links
In the top right you can find access to various things related to you such as Profile, Grades, Preferences
and the new Dashboard. Click on your avatar/icon to access this menu.

3.3 Sidebar
Users familiar with previous versions of Moodle might be curious where the left sidebar menu has gone,
but this can be shown by clicking on the icon alongside ‘Moodle’ on the left (aka the ‘burger’ menu). This
sidebar contains your Moodle courses list, along with some other links.

3.4 Turn editing on (Staff)
If you have editing access to a course you can enable editing within that course by selecting ‘Turn Editing
on’ from the Settings menu (cog icon) on the top right of Moodle.

3.5 Dashboard
Situated at the top right hand corner of our Moodle page,
from the menu drop down, next to your login name/avatar, is
the quick access link to your Dashboard.

As well as quick access to all courses you are enrolled on, your Dashboard page will show your progress,
upcoming deadlines and activities from each course, as well as other essential links to college services and
information.

3.6 Mobile-friendly
The new Moodle theme is now mobile friendly and provides a far better experience on tablets and
smartphones.

4.0 Single Sign On
Moodle will now automatically log you in when you are using a college PC, so you will not need to enter
your username and password. When accessing Moodle outside the college please enter your logon
username and password.

